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forces, as for KFOR generally, maintaining
a safe and secure environment remains the
primary military task. United States forces
conduct security patrols in urban areas and
in the countryside throughout their sector.
Approximately 60 percent of KFOR per-
sonnel are dedicated to patrolling, manning
checkpoints, and mounting border and
boundary patrols. The KFOR forces operate
under NATO command and control and
rules of engagement.

The UNMIK continues to make progress
in establishing the necessary structures for
provisional democratic self-government in
Kosovo. The Provisional Institutions of Self-
Government, including a President, Prime
Minister, and Kosovo Assembly, have been
in place since March 2002, and municipal
elections were successfully held for a second
time on October 26, 2002. The KFOR co-
ordinates with and supports UNMIK at most
levels, provides a security presence in towns,
villages, and the countryside, and organizes
checkpoints and patrols in key areas of
Kosovo to provide security, protect minori-
ties, resolve disputes, and help instill in the
community a feeling of confidence. Intensi-
fied, robust KFOR patrolling on the Mac-
edonia/Kosovo border was a key factor in re-
ducing violence in Macedonia and ensuring
successful elections. At the same time,
KFOR is supporting, within its means and
capabilities, the provision of humanitarian re-
lief, public safety and order, and the mainte-
nance of essential civic works resources.

NATO continues formally to review
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. These
reviews provide a basis for assessing current
force levels, future requirements, force struc-
ture, force reductions, and the eventual with-
drawal of KFOR. NATO has adopted the
Joint Operational Area plan to regionalize
and rationalize its force structure in the Bal-
kans. The KFOR has transferred full respon-
sibility for public safety and policing to the
UNMIK international and local police forces
in every area except Kosovska Mitrovica,
where the responsibility is shared due to se-
curity concerns. The UNMIK international
police and local police forces have also begun
to assume responsibility for guarding pat-
rimonial sites and established border-cross-

ing checkpoints.
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The continued deployment of U.S. forces
has been undertaken pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign
relations and as Commander in Chief and
Chief Executive. I appreciate the continued
support of the Congress in these actions.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
November 16, 2002

Good morning. This was a productive
week in the war against terror, both at home
and abroad. Congress returned to Wash-
ington with renewed energy and a commit-
ment to make progress on key issues. Mem-
bers of the House and Senate reached a cru-
cial agreement to create a new Department
of Homeland Security. With Congress” vote
on the final legislation, America will have a
single agency with the full-time duty of pro-
tecting our people against attack.

This new Department will focus and unify
responsibilities that are now spread among
dozens of Government agencies. The Cus-
toms Service, the INS, the Coast Guard, the
Federal Emergency Management Agency,
the Transportation Security Administration,
and many others will report to the new Sec-
retary of Homeland Security.

The Department will significantly improve
our ability to protect our borders, our coasts,
and our communities. It will pool together
the best intelligence information and coordi-
nate our response. The new Department will
help develop the technology America needs
to detect and defeat chemical, biological, and
nuclear threats. And under the agreement
reached this week, I will have the authority
and flexibility to move people and resources
to where they are needed without bureau-
cratic rules and lengthy labor negotiations.

This compromise is the result of months
of hard work and negotiation, and it will take
additional time to put the agreement into
place. The threat of terror will be with us
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for years to come, and we remain resolved
to see this conflict through to its end.

In the Department of Homeland Security,
we’ll have good people, well-organized and
well-equipped, working day and night to op-
pose the serious dangers of our time. Now
that we have reached broad agreement on
a homeland security bill, T look forward to
signing it into law as soon as possible.

We're committed to defending the Nation.
Yet wars are not won on the defensive. The
best way to keep America safe from terrorism
is to go after terrorists where they plan and
hide. And that work goes on around the
world.

The United States is working with more
than 90 countries to disrupt and defeat terror
networks. So far we have frozen more than
$113 million in terrorist assets, denying them
the means to finance their murder. We've
cracked down on charities that were exploit-
ing American compassion to fund terrorists.
We have captured and interrogated thou-
sands of terrorists, while others have met
their fate in caves and mountains in Afghani-
stan. We've deployed troops to train forces
in the Philippines and Yemen, the former So-
viet Republic of Georgia, and other nations
where terrorists have gathered. We're send-
ing a clear message to the enemies of free-
dom: No terrorist will escape the patient jus-
tice of America.

To win the war on terror, we're also oppos-
ing the growing threat of weapons of mass
destruction in the hands of outlaw regimes.
This week, the dictator of Iraq told the U.N.
he would give weapons inspectors unre-
stricted access to his country. We've heard
such pledges before, and they have been uni-
formly betrayed. America and the world are
now watching Saddam Hussein closely. Any
act of defiance or delay will indicate that he
is taking the path of deception once again,
and this time the consequences would be se-
vere.

Our goal is not merely the return of in-
spectors to Iraq; our goal is the disarmament
of Iraq. The dictator of Iraq will give up his
weapons of mass destruction, or the United
States will lead a coalition to disarm him.

Our war against terrorists and their sup-
porters is advancing on all fronts. We’re mov-
ing aggressively to protect our people and
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to oppose a great threat to the peace of the
world.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:10 a.m.
on November 15 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on No-
vember 16. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on November
15 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. In his remarks, the President referred to
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
Contributions of European Nations
and Organizations to the
Peacekeeping Operations in Kosovo

November 15, 2002

Dear :

As required by the Floyd D. Spence Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, Public Law
106-398, section 1213, I transmit herewith
a report on the contributions of European
nations and organizations to the peace-
keeping operations in Kosovo.

This report, prepared by the Department
of State, concludes that the Europeans have
carried a significant portion of the aid-shar-
ing burden in the region and that their com-
mitment to reconstruction, humanitarian re-
lief, and institution and peace-building has
been a strong one. Continued attention and
commitments of assistance from all donors
remain crucial for medium- and long-term
development in Kosovo.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Carl Levin, chairman, and John. W.
Warner, ranking member, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and
Tom Lantos, ranking member, House Committee
on International Relations; C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations; and Bob



